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Thess Statements

A thesis statement A) is clear, B) is concise, and C) goes beyond fact and becomes an idea that
needs to be supported with opinion and evidence.

We'll start with some effective thesis statements:
? Capitd punishment is a remnant of times when humans were uncivilized.

? Recent studies of depression suggest thet it is much more closdly related to physiology than
scientists had previoudy thought.

? After many years of evolution, roller coasters have become the centrd attraction a theme
parks across the United States.

? The concept of a“nuclear winter” is more propaganda than science.

? Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Mark Twain's Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
suggests that to find the true expression of American democrétic ideds, one must leave
“civilized” society and go back to nature.

Thethesis statement defines your position on atopic or subject.
Aswadll, it should be potentially interesting to your intended audience.

(For whom is the essay being written, anyway?)
If | were writing for pizza gourmets, my thes's satement might be:

Pizza Villa has a flavorful, kitsch, combination hit on its hand with the
chocolate/hotdog/popcorn lovers' pizza pie because never has this tasty offering been conceived.

Avoid: “I think” “I believe’ “1 fed” “In this paper”
Your reader(s) will know, because you wrote the piece, that you think and believe and feel what
you do about the topic. Aswell, we know we are in your paper because we are reading it!

A few important aspects of the thesis statement:

? It usudly appears toward the end of the introduction.
however, this may differ according to discipline

? It makes apoint about your essay’ stopic.
free hint: Idedly, the point made will be interesting, engaging, and who knows, life changing!
? Once dtated, the thes's becomes the driving force behind any essay.
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Thesis Statements
continued

If you're having trouble coming up with athesis....

? Oneway to develop athesisisto ask yoursdf genuine, difficult questions about the topic.
Find an especidly interesting question and State your response in a sentence, even if you're not
sure why that’s your answer. This new sentence may very well be aworkable thesis.

? Think of a strong statement about the subject that begins with the words“| believe that...”
Write that sentence and then take the words “| believe that” out of the sentence. This new
sentence may very well be aworkable thesis.

For example, if your essay was to argue that Hamlet’s madness was faked, your thes's statement
might go alittle bit like this

While Hamlet’ s madness may seem genuine on the surface, it was very clearly faked.

Notice that the above statement could very well have begun with the words, “1 believe...”
because it is a declaration of what the writer believes and intendsto prove in hisher essay.

? Something to try, perhapsin the draft sage:

In thisessay, | plan to (“ explain,” “ argue,” “ demonstrate,” “ show,” etc.)
that because of (1) (2 ,and
G__

Thisis one way, not the only way, to begin working on athesss Please note the smplicity of
the formula and the dir ect appr oach this requires, which can be strong characteristics not only
for thesis statements, but for other parts of your essay.

What can thethesis statement do?

For thewriter, the thes's statement:
- Savesasaplanning tool.
- Hédpsthe writer determine the essay’ s redl focus.
- Becomesa“hook” on which the writer can “hang” the topic sentences that present
evidence in support of the thess.

For thereader, the thes's statement:
- Savesasa“map’ to guide the reader through the paper.
- Preparesthe reader to read.
- Keepsthe reader focused on the main idea.
- Creates areason to keep reading, to discover the support behind the thesis.
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